
Forum - Youth and Government 

 

This year’s topic:  

Should the right to free speech extend to school dress codes? 

With the increasingly large amount of youth/student involvement in government and 
movements around the globe, the question about just how far the First Amendment 
protects a student’s choice of clothing is a rising concern. This issue has been debated 
around the world with varying rules and regulations being implemented in different 
countries, states, and school districts.  

  Things to look into/Places to start: 

● What is your school’s dress code policy? 
● How has your freedom of speech been affected by your school’s dress code? 
● How have students with different beliefs been affected by your school’s dress 

code? 
● How have teachers and other school staff addressed the situation within and 

outside of official school policy? 
● Different dress codes and policies in schools throughout New Mexico 
● Statistics on the effects of dress code on students’ grades and mental health 
● Approaches that other states and countries have taken to resolve the situation 

and their success/lack thereof 

What you need for Forum: Each student must submit a position paper explaining their 
stance on the topic. Included is an outline of a Forum position paper and notes on using 
evidence and citations. 

Remember: Position papers are due March 19, 2021. 

Email all Position Papers to: nmyag1960@gmail.com in .doc or .docx. Other formats will 
not be accepted. 

  



Position Paper: 

In this paper, start with a couple sentences summarizing your overall plan of fairly 
addressing free speech in dress code. Then, go more in-depth about how you will 
implement this plan. Use evidence (numbers, statistics, quotes, etc.) to support your 
position. Look at the social and economic implications of your plan. Make sure to cite 
your sources at the end of your paper. 

Write your position paper in an essay style format, 12pt. Times New Roman Font, 
double spaced, word count of 300-500. 

The end goal of this paper is to walk into the conference with a thorough understanding 
of free speech in school dress codes of New Mexico. You will use this paper to discuss 
with others about the possible solutions to this issue.  

Let us know if you have any questions! 

 

Example position paper on the next page followed by instructions on how to write a 
position paper on the page after. Again, don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions! 

 

(Forum Co-Chairs) Michael Whitford’s and Susu Salahuddin’s Contact 
Information 

Michael: 

michaelrwhitford@gmail.com 

(505) 321-4649 

 

Susu: 

salahu.sumayyah@gmail.com 

(505) 373-4522 

 

 

 



 

Example Position Paper: 

Forum Position Paper No. (#) 

Presented By: (name) 

Representing: (school)  

Recreational marijuana should be legalized in New Mexico to those age 21 and older  

 Legalizing marijuana will be greatly beneficial to New Mexico for a number of reasons, 

mostly helping the population economically and socially. One of the biggest concerns marijuana 

legalization brings is the dangers to users. Although Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper 

stated that “The worst things that we had great fear about – spikes in consumption, kids, people 

driving while high – we haven’t seen any of that” (Forbes). Only supporting that approving the 

use of this drug would bring little harm to the community. Legalization could also potentially 

stop the threat to inmate safety among prisons, reducing the number of people charged with 

marijuana possession. An increasing number of inmates are being convicted for Marijuana use, 

the American Civil Liberties Union states that, “52% of all drug arrests in 2010 were from 

Marijuana.” If New Mexico were to legalize this drug, we could decrease inmate numbers and 

tackle the dangerous issue of overcrowded prisons. While solving these social issues is salient, 

the economic benefits from legalizing this drug are astounding. Investopedia followed the tax 

revenue of different states once they legalized marijuana and found that, “In 2015, Colorado 

collected more than $135 million in taxes and fees on medical and recreational marijuana.” With 

New Mexico quickly increasing in poverty rates, the economic contributions made from this 

legislation could prove to be helpful. Furthermore, Colorado State University-Pueblo's Institute 

of Cannabis Research recently found that, “...the legal cannabis industry has contributed more 



than $58 million to the local economy, primarily through taxes and other fees” (Investopedia). 

While recreational marijuana may contribute to the state, it may also provide for local 

governments. Dispensaries could provide an economic push by supplying jobs, something New 

Mexico is always in need of. Legalizing marijuana would only aid the state, therefore enacting 

this is crucial for the future. The services which come with passing this legislation will only 

further New Mexico into a brighter future economically and socially.  

Adams, Mike. “Is Marijuana Legalization Economic Salvation Or Hype?” Forbes, Forbes 

Magazine, 25 Nov. 2018, www.forbes.com/sites/mikeadams/2018/11/25/is-marijuana-

legalization-economic-salvation-or-hype/#1c7dc2be10aa. 

Krishna, Mrinalini. “The Economic Benefits of Legalizing Weed.” Investopedia, Investopedia, 

22 Oct. 2018, www.investopedia.com/articles/insights/110916/economic-benefits-legalizing-

weed.asp. 

“Marijuana Arrests by the Numbers.” American Civil Liberties Union, Aclu, 2011, 

www.aclu.org/gallery/marijuana-arrests-numbers. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“How to Write a Position Paper” 
 

Forum Position Paper No. (#) 
Presented By: (name) 
Representing: (school)  

 
The following should be included in your essay style position paper using MLA format 
(12pt. Times New Roman Font, double spaced), with a word count of 300-500.  
The example Forum topic discussed is whether or not there should be an end to the 
prohibition on illegal drugs. This topic is used for example purposes ONLY. 
 
Topic Sentence- This should be the first sentence of your paper, stating your position 
on the topic and answering the official Forum question. 
Example: 

The United States should end the prohibition on illegal drugs in order to address 
and solve a variety of problems. 
 
Position Explanation- In a few sentences provide further explanation of your position.  
Example: 

The United States is less than five percent of the world's population, but it 
consumes two thirds of the world’s illegal drugs. The most common drugs used are 
marijuana and cocaine, but opiate and methamphetamine use is increasing rapidly. 
Drug addiction is linked to many of the United State’s other issues such as violence in 
drug affiliated groups, poverty, wasted money, and HIV/AIDs. These problems can 
begin to be solved by ending the incarceration of drug affiliated prisoners, and sending 
them to treatment instead. 
 
Supporting Evidence- Use evidence (with citations) to support your claim and 
demonstrate why your position is plausible. Try to have 2-3 points on the topic, with 
evidence supporting each of them. 
 Example:  

Every year $39 billion is spent on prisons directly and $31,286 on average is 
spent per inmate (Henrichson), but this is just the prisons alone. State and local 
government spend about $74 billion on incarceration, court processing, probation, and 
parole for prisoners in substance related crimes (John Schmitt). If the money was 
directed towards rehabilitation instead of prison only $632 million would have to be 
spent (“Drug Policy”). 
 
Addressing Opposing Arguments- In a few sentences, briefly address and refute 
arguments that oppose your own. 



Example: 
 Prohibition is intended to discourage the use of illegal drugs through the 

Harrison Act of 1914. However, it does not accomplish this. Instead, it encourages 
violence and other issues such as the black market. Another opposing argument is that 
ending drug prohibition would increase the availability of drugs. Although, eighty five 
percent of high school seniors say it would be “easy” for them to obtain marijuana and 
fifty five percent say it would be “easy” for them to obtain cocaine. It is clear that illegal 
drugs are already currently easily accessible.  
 
Works Cited- Attach to your essay a citations page done in MLA format (websites 
included). You must cite at least 1 source per point. Purdue OWL and EasyBib.com are 
helpful resources for getting the right citation format. 
Example: 
  “Drug Policy.” Drug Policy- Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 
https://lawenforcementactionpartnership.org/our-issues/drug-policy/. Accessed 15 April 
2017.  
 Henrichson, Christian and Ruth Delaney. “The Price of Prison.” Vera Institute of 
Justice, Jan. 2012, http://archive.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/price-
of-prisons-updated-version-021914.pdf. Accessed 15 April 2017.   

John Schmitt, Kris Warner, and Sarike Gupta. “The High Budgetary Cost of 
Incarceration.”   Center of Economic and Policy Research, June. 2010,  
http://cepr.net/documents/publications/incarceration-2010-06.pdf . Accessed 15 April 
2017. 
   



Using Evidence 
 

It is important to make sure that the articles/websites you use are credible, unbiased, 
and fairly recent. In order to do that, here are some things to think about: 
 

● Try to find and use articles that display both sides of the topic.  

● Use academic or scholarly journals/papers. These are often more tedious to read 
through and gather evidence from, but are much more factual and provide better 
evidence to support points.  

● Do not cite articles written 10+ years ago. Historically relevant articles are ok 
(such as information about past events), but statistics from even 5 years ago can 
be outdated. 

● Do not cite Wikipedia, Answers.com, or any other user written sources. These 
are a great place to start, but are not credible and are not always accurate. 

● Avoid clearly biased news sources- ex: don’t use a website titled “New Mexico 
Citizens Against Marijuana,” to support a position on drug control. This is not to 
say that the information is not accurate, but it clearly only shows one side of the 
topic.  

● If you do choose to one-sided websites, be cognizant that the information 
provided may not show the whole picture. 

 

 

 
 


